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Introduction

The built in flexibility of Score allows it to define virtually any character set and we have seen on the forum that there is some experience with CE (Central European) Latin, Icelandic, Faroese, Turkish and non-Latin scripts such as Cyrillic and Chinese.

This article shows that the Hebrew character set now can be included. 

The font

Like with Latin fonts, Hebrew comes in all kind of varieties and for my purpose I selected two available on the internet. They are called ShalomStick and ShalomOldStyle. The design is by Jonathan Brecher of Lexington, MA and dates from the early nineties.

The Score program FONTCONV was used to create the .PSC file. Input were the downloaded files SHALOSTI.AFM and SHALOOLD.AFM. The font files to be sent to the printer are SHALOSTI.PFB and SHALOOLD.PFB
These fonts comes with a 4-page text entitled ‘About ShalomStick (1.2, IBM version, Copyright and Distribution Information)’ which explains the necessary details.

It does however not give a handy keyboard mapping for a user so I figured out the character equivalences and put them in a table.

The keyboard

Like other scripts, Hebrew also has standardized the keyboard.
 The attraction for selecting this font however was the one to one relation with the Latin alphabet and working with this font is based on sound equivalence rather than on a standard Hebrew keyboard. For Score users this means that they can apply the font with restricted knowledge of the Hebrew alphabet.

As an example let us take the character alef. On a standard keyboard this would be where we have the letter ‘T’ (there are no capital letters in Hebrew). For the Score user this would be on the ‘A’ key.
Entering Hebrew characters in Score

Suppose you have assigned font 75 to SHALOSTI. Entering the text item consisting of one character alef would hence be ‘_75a’.

Hebrew is written from right to left but in Score we need work backwards in the sense of Hebrew.

There is no proper screen representation of this font in Score. 

What is in the font?

The Unicode standard
 distinguished various groups of characters in Hebrew: cantillation marks, points and punctuation, the alphabet based on ISO 8859-8, Yiddish diagraphs, additional punctuation, and Hebrew presentation forms. The Shalom fonts does not offer all symbols defined by Unicode. Basically, it has the alphabet, most of the points and punctuation, the Yiddish digraphs and some additional signs which are equivalents of Latin characters such as the backward comma.
Pointed text

With pointed text is meant the combination of letters with dots and dashes which help in the pronunciation. These signs are usually referred to as nikkudim. Spacing is not influenced by these points.
 All the points are available in the font. Since a point can occur at different places on a letter, they occur multiple times in the font with the various offsets. Combining letters with points results in superimposed text items. The positioning of the points to the letter requires some learning curve.
SipText support

Currently, the Score text editor does not cater for Hebrew font. When there is an interest I will add the feature which could include:

· right to left editing

· intelligent placement of points

· mouse controlled keyboard such as available for Cyrillic

· standard keyboard layout

Mapping tables

Added are three Score pages providing the character mapping and a sample text.
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� Downloadable from � HYPERLINK "http://www.filelibrary.com/Contents/Multi-Platform/100/44.html" ��www.filelibrary.com/Contents/Multi-Platform/100/44.html� look for shalosti.zip


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.rtlsoft.com/hebrew and world.std.com/~yv/uyip/keyboards.html" ��world.std.com/~yv/uyip/keyboards.html� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.unicode.org" ��www.unicode.org� 


� A good explanation is at � HYPERLINK "http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/alephbet.html" ��www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/alephbet.html� 





